2.3.h  Examples of Curriculum Changes 

2006-2013 

	Date
	Curricular Proposal
	Impact on Program 

	Fall 2007
	Elementary Education Major
	Elementary education reestablished as major with required liberal arts minor

Required comprehensive exam and senior seminar for elementary education majors 

Established 2 pathways-one for academic major and one for certification

	Winter, 2010

	Removal of EDU 301 
	Streamlined and condensed -01 series 

	Fall 2010
	Candidate status required for student teaching 
	Proposal failed; concern expressed about restricting academic major on campus



	Spring 2011
	Course titles
	Revised course titles in catalogue to better align with course content 



	Fall 2011
	Credit Value for EDU 305 and content for senior seminar
	Increased amount of literacy instruction in elementary program 
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1. Describe the proposed curricular changes. 

The Education Department proposes the reworking of the elementary education program.  To make the coursework more manageable for students, we propose that the requirements for certification form the basis for a major in elementary education. We suggest naming the degree elementary education to show our commitment to the liberal arts philosophy. The elementary education degree includes instruction from the math, health and fitness, biology, history, psychology, and English departments.  We propose requiring students to obtain a minor in a liberal arts discipline.  This would indicate our desire for our elementary education majors to continue to have a strong content area and foundation in another field of study, but reduce the coursework to a more manageable six units. The students may elect to complete the requirements for a second major, as they currently are able to do at the present time.  This second major would take the place of the required minor. The overall program and the requirements for certification would not change, except we would like to add a comprehensive exam and Edu 461(senior seminar) culminating experience. Edu 401 would be replaced by Edu 461. Mat 212 would remain a teacher certification requirement outside the elementary education major. Basically we are asking for a name change with the establishment of the elementary education major with a supporting liberal arts minor in an effort to better serve our students. 
2. Brief Rationale for the Proposal

In the summer of 2007, the Education Department was approached by Drs. DeWine and Graham and was given a charge to address concerns relating to the elementary education program. One of the main concerns is the decline in enrollment in the elementary education program, which is related to the “unspoken double major.” The Education Department proposes that its elementary education program needs an easier-to-navigate name change.  All current teacher certification requirements will remain the same with replacing 401 with 461. All students interested in an elementary education major will be required to complete the same application process as all other teacher candidates.  Teacher standards and our accreditation depend on this entry-level activity and other checkpoints in a candidate’s course of study.  This entry level activity of an application to the teacher education program and decision points along the students’ progression in their elementary education sequence is required for state licensing programs and NCATE review.    Of course, any teacher candidate can choose not to pursue teacher certification along with the elementary major.  These students would not be required to student teach (Edu 456).

The change to a major will require four fewer units of credit, which means that Edu 456 Student Teaching in the Elementary School (4 units) will not be required for the major.   All elementary teacher candidates (both majors and those seeking certification) will be required to have a liberal arts minor of their choice. In addition, all teacher candidates must pass the comprehensive exam and culminating experience offered by the education department. 
In addition to meeting academic and certification requirements and goals, the program change makes very clear that Hanover College offers an elementary education program that is ranked as an academic major rather than as a set of elective courses.  An elementary (K-6) education major is self-explanatory for prospective students, graduates, licensing agencies, and employers.  Recruitment activities outside of our Education Department can refer to this major without a reliance on the Education Department to explain.  

The Elementary Education Major (K-6) eliminates the current reality that students are required the equivalent of two majors in their quest to be elementary certified teachers.  Elementary candidates must anticipate their whole course of study as second-semester first-years or as beginning sophomores so that there are not “wasted” courses beyond the LADRs, their liberal arts major, and their certification courses, which minimally total (12+9+13) 34 units All teacher candidates must maintain a 2.5 gpa and must attain a 2.67 gpa in order to student teach.  Two majors are unreasonable in a four-year program for most students; and education professors have had no breathing room to offer or teach electives or to meet the demand of an increased number of teacher candidates and their scheduling needs.  All teacher candidates are faced with two sets of required and advanced courses in their junior year, which is particularly painful for elementary candidates.  

Why is the Education Department now (four years later) proposing to return to the elementary education major?  Why did the department not choose to preserve the major four years ago?  As the Education Department received full Indiana/NCATE accreditation in 2002, the Indiana Division of Professional Standards was in the process of restructuring teacher licensing rules which would emphasize 1) meeting of teacher standards rather than course requirements, 2) a division between grades K-3 (early childhood) and 4-6 (middle childhood) categories of licensing, and 3) the deletion of licensing minors and endorsements.  Some of these changes were motivated by the No Child Left Behind legislation that defines the highly qualified teacher.  These changes meant that the Department had to rethink its elementary education major for grades 1-6:  How could the existing elementary education major meet two sets of teacher standards for grades K-3 and for 4-6?  With the help of the Registrar and TEC, the Department let go of its major and designed a compressed, intensive elementary certification program beginning with the Class of 2004.

Since 2004, the State has loosened its licensing rules and now allows a K-6 generalist license for elementary teachers.  This means that we have State clearance to offer a K-6 major, assuming that we do NOT change any certification requirements.  We believe that our elementary certification course of study that includes multiple other department courses is most accurately and uniquely a Hanover academic major.  

All secondary teacher certification programs are not affected.

Comprehensive Exam

 All education majors (including those seeking teaching certification) must successfully pass a comprehensive written evaluation designed by the education department.  This evaluation will consists of an exam composed of items that underscore the key concepts presented in the sequence of education courses and field experiences.  

Culminating Experience 

The culminating experience will be the senior seminar (Edu 461) and the completion of their teaching portfolio. The portfolio will represent an interdisciplinary course of study that has been a key feature of our elementary teacher certification program.  The education portfolio reflects student work accomplished during four years of study at Hanover College with an emphasis on making connections between liberal arts courses, Edu courses, and the INTASC Principles (Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium). Students select artifacts that demonstrate their knowledge, dispositions, and performances relevant to these principles.  Rationales are written that show careful analysis of each artifact and how it supports specific competencies.  The process of developing the portfolio is much more involved than merely collecting a series of artifacts.  The thinking that is involved in making connections and in analysis is where the real work takes place.  The final portfolio demonstrates each education student’s progress toward mastery of such competencies as central concepts and processes of inquiry:  childhood and adolescent development: student diversity (ability, culture, language, and special needs); critical thinking and problem solving; motivation and cooperative learning; effective verbal, nonverbal, and media communication techniques; formal and informal assessment; and personal reflection. The portfolio is double-scored (one outside of the department scorer and one Edu professor) using a detailed rubric that holds education students to high standards of knowledge and performance. In fact, this scoring rubric has been revised each of the last two years to reflect increasing expectations and sophisticated levels of analysis. This process is, indeed, a very serious measure of student depth and sophistication of content knowledge and critical thinking. The portfolio is an authentic student assessment based upon models from Alverno College.
3. Describe all the changes in the Catalog that will be required to implement the proposal. 
On page 68 on the Academic Catalog, the elementary education program is described.  We would like to change the title of the section to Elementary Education (K-6).  

Major:  Education courses:  101, 221, 201, 230, 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 340, 461, Psy 111, Psy 244, Hf 105, Id 216 or GW 117 and GW 118, Bio 165 or Bio 161 (which assumes that Che 161 will also be taken)
Cognate courses: One course from the following:  Eng 210, Eng 211, Eng 243, Ger 242, Spa 320, or Spa 325 or other survey of literature courses by petition.  One course from the following:  His 164, His 225, His 226, His 227, His 229, His 230, His 231, His 232, His 234, His 235, His 330, His 331, His 332, His 333, His 334, His 335, His 336, or His 337, or other U.S. history courses by petition. 

Comprehensive evaluation: exam by department 
Total of 10.75 credit hours in major plus 2 cognate courses =12.75 credit hours for the major.  
Minor in an additional liberal arts area is also required (5-6 courses depending on area selected).  

For those students wishing to obtain certification for K-6 licensure, the elective Edu 456 (student teaching) will be required. 

We would like to delete Edu 401.  This course has been replaced with Edu 461 as part of the major requirement. 

Mat 212 will satisfy both a LADR abstract and formal reasoning requirement and certification.  It will not be part of the major requirements.  Students will be advised accordingly. 

We would like sections A, B and C on page 68 eliminated. All the courses required for this major are already listed and described in the course catalog; no changes are requested at this point in time with these courses. 

Revisions for page 67 starting with page one: 

The education department of Hanover College is devoted to developing teachers who are competent, committed, culturally responsive and critically reflective. Three different pathways are available through the education department to achieve these goals:  an elementary education major (grades K-6), elementary education major (grades K-6) + teaching certification and secondary teaching certification (grades 5-12).  

Elementary Education Major:  The elementary education major focuses on the learner in grades K-6.  This major integrates liberal arts coursework with educational theory and methodology.  As early as the freshman year, students will be engaged in the elementary classroom; this continues throughout the entire education curriculum with over 100 hours spent in the classroom before graduation. Students will be required to obtain a liberal arts minor.  This will help the students have a strong content area focus and foundation in the liberal arts, which stress problem solving and communication skills, and ability in making value judgments.

Elementary Education Certification:  This option provides the necessary certification for classroom teaching in grades K-6. Students wishing to pursue this option will complete the requirements for the elementary education major.  In addition, the students will take the elective Edu 456, student teaching in the elementary classroom. 

Secondary Education:  For those wishing to teach at the secondary level (grades 5-12), a liberal arts major is required along with the certification coursework. The choice of a major must be approved by the Department of Education, preferably before or as the student applies to the Teacher Education program and declares a major.  A list of recommended or approved majors and supporting areas for programs leading to secondary education certification is available.  Students in teacher certification programs have an liberal arts major advisor and Education Department advisor. 

Students are admitted to the teacher education program during their sophomore year.  Policies for admission and retention in teacher education are established through the Teacher Education Committee (TEC). Application forms and guidelines are available through the Education Department. Students may take Edu 101 (Inquiry in Education), Edu 221 (Foundations of Education), and Edu 230 (Critical Issues in Education) prior to admittance to the program.  All other teacher education courses, activities and field experiences require Edu 221 and admittance into the teacher education program. 
On page 137 of the course catalog, we would like to revise the heading of Teacher Certification as follows:  

· Completion of elementary education major (K-6) + successful completion of student teaching 

· Liberal arts major + successful completion of secondary education certification requirements

Student teaching (Edu 456) is required for those elementary education majors wishing to obtain teacher certification (K-6).  For those interested in teaching at the secondary (5-12) level, certification coursework is available through the Education Department.  

4. Course changes affecting pre-professional programs.  

This is a name change only; there are no changes to the education or other pre-professional programs. 

5. Indicate any new resources that will be required in order to implement the proposal.

No additional staff or funding will be required for this curricular change to occur.

6. Provide any additional information relevant to the proposal.  

This change will allow more flexibility for students to obtain a background in educational theory without necessarily obtaining teaching certification.  All students interested in education will go through the same application and decision point process.  These are safeguards required for accreditation and are consistent with policies at universities nation-wide.  Student teaching (Edu 456) will be an elective for those wishing to obtain certification.  

This change will start with the current sophomore class (class of 2010).  It is our intention to have this degree established by the time current sophomores declare a major in the 2008 winter term. Current juniors seeking certification will have the option of declaring a second major, or will be given the option of dropping the current major. 

Curriculum Proposal

Elementary Education Department

September 27, 2011

Proposal #1:

Change the credit value from 0.5 units to 1.0 unit for EDU 305, Language Arts Methods for Elementary Education 

Proposal #2: 

Change the course content of EDU 461 Senior Seminar content to focus on advanced reading methods 

Rationale:  The Education Department will be undergoing a program review by the state of Indiana in the spring 2013.  To prepare for this review, the department needs to update or revise its elementary education major to meet new teacher education standards.  After extensive review during the summer, the elementary education major needs to offer more literacy instruction.  To do this, the department has investigated ways to do this and with the proposed changes, our program will be close to the expectations from the state in literacy credits.  This change will make our candidates better prepared for teaching and assist in obtaining licensure in other states.  Currently, the methods courses in the elementary education sequence (EDU 302, 303, 304, 305) are under credited; increasing the credit value of the EDU 305 course (Language Arts Methods) will provide more time for literacy instruction.  This change for EDU 305 is still places the major within the 13 credit guideline, although potential changes in requirements in the future may require the elementary education to be considered as a multidisciplinary major.  Changes in the content of EDU 461, the senior seminar, will build upon the introductory experiences in EDU 305 and provide a more advanced perspective in literacy development.  Most college curriculum sequences have three courses in literacy; the changes proposed will help our program be competitive and meet state guidelines. 

Proposal #1:  

Current Language:  

EDU 305. Language Arts Teaching and Inquiry, Prerequisite 221.  .50 unit

Proposed Language:  

EDU 305. Language Arts Teaching and Inquiry, Prerequisite 221.  1 unit

Proposal #2:  

Current Language:

Edu 461. Senior Seminar. A comprehensive analysis of the major areas of education studies as well as an introduction to new educational issues, trends and special topics.  Senior culminating experience. Prerequisite:  senior major status. 

Proposed Language:  

EDU 461. Senior Seminar.  A comprehensive analysis of advanced reading methods and diagnostic strategies for assessing reading at the elementary level.  Senior culminating experience.  Prerequisite:  senior major status. 

Curriculum Proposal  Education Department

 Changes for Secondary Education Program

Proposal #1:  

Current Language:  

EDU 336:  Methods in Junior High/Middle School and High School:  Physical Education and Health.  An analysis of the general topics of testing, curriculum and organization and legal aspects of teaching as well as integration of specific methods related to the teaching of physical education and health. Includes field experience.  Prerequisite 316.  

Proposed Language: Secondary Methods:  Physical Education and Health.  Addresses purposeful design and delivery of physical education and health instruction, assessment of student learning based on physical education/health processes and content standards; and relevant technological and print literacy.

Rationale:  The Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) is paying more attention to teacher certification courses in order to ensure a “standards-based” curriculum in teacher education.  Therefore, the Hanover Department of Education wants to change some of the education course titles and descriptions to make more explicit what the course aims are.  Clearer course titles and descriptions mean fewer assumptions about what is perceived to be missing in our teacher certification programs.  Note that course requirements and units of credit for teacher certification are not changed. The change for this course will provide the course with parallel wording with the other secondary methods courses.  

Curriculum Proposal

Education Department

January 17, 2013

Proposal #1:  

Require EDU 221, Foundations of Education as a prerequisite for EDU 230, Instruction for Diverse Learners. 

Rationale: 

The Education Department is required by the State to have a database system (electronic portfolio) to document candidate performance in key areas for teacher certification.  The database system that works best and is the most economical for our programs requires a yearly subscription fee for each teacher candidate.  EDU 230, Instruction for Diverse Learners, is the entry-level course where students will produce an assignment that must be uploaded into the database system.  Therefore, EDU 230 students will be required to pay an annual subscription fee beginning Fall, 2013.  Details of the fee have been discussed and approved by the College Administration. The Education department would like to ensure that EDU 221, Foundations of Education, be the entry-level course for students to explore a teaching career before students are assessed a fee related to teacher certification.  Currently, students can take either EDU 230 or 221 without an extra fee.  If EDU 221 becomes a pre-requisite for EDU 230, we are more assured that EDU 230 participants are committed to teacher certification and electronic portfolio development which will require a fee.  

Current Language:  (p. 72 in catalogue) 

EDU 230. Instruction for Diverse Learners. Literature review, case study development and experience in inclusive classroom settings, all focusing on effective teaching practices or interventions for students who have exceptional needs in school.  Models for English Language Learners, multicultural curriculum, and studies of cultures are explored.  Field experience required. 

Proposed Language:   Add to end of description, Prerequisite: 221.  Fee required 
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